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Opening Words:

A theology of abundance does not refer only to money, it is about all things in life, and perhaps you might prefer to call it optimism. The wide and starry eyed approach to living life that lets you   blow bubbles and watch the stars. There is a quote that I heard years ago which speaks to the theology of abundance. The quote is "Without the darkness there would be no stars”.  I love this quote because it shows that there is always another way to look at reality, darkness is not bad or frightening as we may have often been told, rather darkness it is the door, the opening of opportunity it is the canvas for the stars.
Sermon:

Years ago I preached a sermon titled a Theology of Abundance; it was a sermon in large measure, at least in my own thoughts, about the finances of the church I was then serving. The basic premise of the sermon was that you have to believe in the possibility of financial stability in order for it to become a reality. In other words if you do not believe that abundance or even sufficiency is possible it will never become a reality. What I did not know either when I wrote or preached that sermon was who would be listening. 

Years later I learned that there had been a visitor in the church that morning. That visitor had been involved in other UU churches and been actively involved at various times, only to become frustrated by the lack of vision in the church. By the time that visitor had come to hear that sermon he was not involved in any church, he was down on his luck, a byproduct of the massive corporate downsizing of the late 80’s that left many 50 something American’s out of work and over qualified and over priced for any one who was hiring. That visitor left the church that day feeling not only had he found a church home, but he had found what he personally had been lacking in his attempts to get back on his feet after loosing his job, he needed to adopt a theology of abundance in his own personal life.
By the time I finally heard this man’s story, he was the head of his own company, far more than financially stable and I was about to perform a marriage ceremony uniting him with a woman he had met while trying to market his own product. He was also the second highest giver in the church, who had in addition to his pledge had financed several significant church improvements, and been involved in exploring the history of the church and planning for its future.

As a minister it is my hope that every time I get into the pulpit I could inspire that kind of personal growth, inspiration for change, improved health in someone’s life, but the truth is I am amazed that it happened even once. What I was even more amazed about was not only that it happened, but that person shared it with me.  That sermon began with these words:
VITA ABUNDANTIOR, life more abundant, because it is only in the context of that creative spark, VITA ABUNDANTIOR, hope, that healing happens.

This morning I am asking you to begin, or continue thinking about what creative spark, what sense of healing and hope would make your life more abundant, what would make you more able to contribute to the well being of your own life, the life of your family and community, and to this church in particular. Think long and hard. What one change, could you make, in your way of thinking, your actions or attitudes which would allow you to achieve your hearts desire, your own version of Vita Abundantior, life more abundant?

VITA ABUNDANTOR
Life more abundant is the central message in the teachings of Jesus.   He taught that LIFE, or LOVE, a relationship with God or Nature or Mystery is there for anyone.   But you have to ask. Jesus said, "Ask and you will receive; seek and you will find; knock and it will be opened to you.

The challenge of the theology of abundance is to believe in it to a realistic degree. I believe that the key to growth is to understand that it is not numerical but incarnational growth that all of the world’s faiths are instructing us to seek. To remind ourselves that spiritual growth is in the attitude of 'if I or we build it they will come', if I or we plan and budget as if... as if all our dreams will come true they will, well maybe not all of our dreams but a lot more than had we approached the situation from the perspective of it will never work, I’ve tried that before or ‘we simply can't do this because we don't have enough people or the chance of meeting our goals'.  Sometimes we have to take a harsh look at ourselves and say what has to happen for things to be better, or the way we hope they will be. Sometimes we need to understand that we are our own worst enemies, that we are the ones who hold ourselves back, that we are the ones who prevent ourselves from achieving our dreams, because as much as we may want them, deep down inside we really don’t believe we are capable of, deserving of, worthy of what it is that we have dreamed. So before we can make our realities come true we have to believe in our own worth.

I am not asking you to believe that you are someone you are not , or that our congregation can be something completely different from what it is, but instead to believe that you, me, we are worthy as our UU principles remind us we are. Not with out flaws just worthy of respect, dignity, justice, not that we can’t make mistakes, or haven’t ever made them, just that it is possible for us to learn from those mistakes and continue to work toward improving ourselves.
I ask you to think for a moment about the place of Unitarian Universalism in your life, the place of this principle in the way you think of the future of your own life and your involvement and the wellbeing of this church. How would adopting a theology of abundance change what you do, say and believe possible in your own life in the life of the church and in your relationship with the church. Do you believe that your life would be richer, more satisfying, and feel better if you could let go of the messages that do not reinforce a theology of abundance for you and those you care about? I know that it is hard to get there, it is hard to maintain a theology of abundance once you do get there, there are far too many messages in our society that reinforce our own negativity, our sense of being made less, diminished rather than enhanced and made abundant, what do you need to let go of, or avoid taking in those messages that are counter to a personal and collective theology of abundance?
Part of a theology of abundance is understanding what it is that we want, really want, not the it’d be nice to have, or add it to a collection kind of want to have but the deep gut level want to have. The kind of want to have that is bordering on a need to have, but not as much of a need to have as food water and shelter, but working its way in that direction. The kind of want to have like clothing, but not  a frivolous want to have like a never ending selection so that you never have to wear the same thing twice. A theology of abundance is to me a theology bounded by respect for one another and for all humanity. There are pastors out there today who teach a theology of abundance who tells you that it will bring you flashy cars, and jewelry, I am not one of those kind of pastors. I am the kind of pastor who will tell you today and tomorrow that the bottom line is justice, but that within the spectrum of justice there can be abundance as well.  The kind of abundance that provides for more than just our selves, and more than just us, a just theology of abundance is once that believes there is plenty to go around if we all do for each other rather than just for ourselves and for our own.  The bottom line in my theology of abundance is that it is a theology of mission. When a church builds mission and outreach into all that it does people are more inclined to participate fully and to give generously of themselves and their resources, and ultimately that theology of abundance means they have more to give.  A good example of our beginning to put that kind of theology into place in our way of thinking, acting and being is that in this the 30th Anniversary year of our Harvest Festival we are utilizing our festival to provide local public service groups and opportunity to reach out to people who are gathering, we are using the availability of the truck that we use to transport our supplies and equipment as a collection point for food, and other necessities for the homeless and needy in our community.  A theology of abundance is not about being an isolationist, it is about being in community and being in relationship with one another that we might all share our strengths so that we may all benefit. 
Smaller UU churches have a hard time doing that, we have a hard time because we are so busy worrying about our own weaknesses and shortfalls that we forget to see how by thinking beyond ourselves, that which we have in abundance may benefit another, and what they have in abundance may fill our shortfall. Church life, is all about faith, faith is all about hope and believing in the impossible. Let me say clearly I am practical enough to know that there are limits to wishing and hoping, you have to be willing to ask for help and take it when it comes. I am sure you have all heard the story about the man whose house is being over come by water during a flood, when they ask him to evacuate and offer transportation he says no, God will save me. Later a boat comes by and the man says no, God will save me. Finally the water has gotten so high the man has had to climb onto his roof and a helicopter comes and offers him rescue and the man says no thank you, God will save me. The man gets washed away and when he reaches heaven he asks God why he didn’t save him, and God says I sent a truck, a boat and a helicopter what more did you want? In the case of the Harvest festival we have had the truck for years, now we are making better use of what we have for the benefit of others; it is the theology of abundance at work.
 There is a dedicated core group of people in this church who have sustained it through many years and many transitions and I honor and respect all that you have done, because I know it has not been easy. Things are changing; we need to teach others how much the church can mean and be we do that by offering and accepting help in a wide variety of ways. We do not ask our guests to chair committees, but we do to ask people be in relationship with one another, to talk to one another, to know more than names and faces, but what matters to each other, and we hope one of the things that matters to all is the ability of this church to embrace a theology of abundance that it will be better able to provide for all of us and so many more now and in the years to come. 
Amen…and blessed be
Benediction:

one night years ago I had walked out of a store and in the parking lot  a young boy said to his mother 'the sky is blue' and the mother said 'the sky is always blue', but what the mother missed was that on that night, it wasn't just blue, it was an amazing color, it was a bright and magical shade of blue and the sun had just set and you could still see the glow on the horizon and the stars were coming out and the sky was bluuuuuuuuuue, but all the mother could say was 'the sky is always blue'. 
It was early spring in Northeastern Ohio after a particularly gray winter so there had really not been a lot of blue skies for that child to see but even with that in mind…that night it was so much more than just blue. I wanted to stop and stare, I just smiled at that child and nodded and he knew that I too had seen that the sky was blue.
That is the theology of abundance, looking at what you have and knowing in your heart that it is more, more than the eye can see or the hand can touch. The theology of abundance is a radical belief that there is value in hoping, in living as if... as if dreams can come true... as if hope is a tangible...as if money grows in human hearts... as if caring is a quantifiable asset... as if...
Amen--
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